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A DOCUMENT OF
CRIME AND HEROISM



This is a document of crime and heroism; of crime of the
German Nazis and of heroism of their wvictims — the last
Jews remaining in the the Ghetto of Warsaw. The ringleader
of these Nazi murderers himself reports on his crimes and the
crimes of his men. He is obliged himself, too, even against his
will to confirm the extraordinary heroism of these people whom
he calls in his reports ,,subhumans‘, ,creatures and ,ban-
dits*.

And here s the history of this document:

When in 1945 the 7-th U. S. Army occupied the territory
of conquered Germany, a thick typewritten volume, prettily
bound in buck-skin fell into their hands in Bavaria. This volu-
me was laying in the bookcase of a villa belonging to SS-
General Jiirgen Stroop. The book contained vreports of tius
general, SS and Police Fiihrer in the District of Warsaw in
1943 — to his superior, SS-General Kriiger, Higher SS and
Police Fiihrer in the Generalgouvernement (so the German
wmwaders called the central part of occupied Poland). General
Stroop was the chief of the large-scale action, carried out
by the Nazis in order to liquidate the imsurrection, which
on 19-th April 1943 broke out in the Ghetto of Warsaw. He
was evidently proud of his bloodthirsty deeds, because he
bound his reports very carefully and hold them in his home,
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m order to let the posterity know about his »heroic acts®
against the defencelles and wsolated remnants of the formerly
large Jewish centre in Warsaw.

Stroop’s Report consists of three parts: general part
(introduction), daily reports and a photographic records of
crimes committed in the Ghetto, serving as a proof of wvera-
city of the daily reports.

The Command of the 7-th . S. Army delivered this docu-
ment to the 2-nd Detachment of the U.S. Army Staff in Euro-
pe, which inecluded Stroop’s Report among the materials of the
Nuremberg Process, where it was gwen the number 1061-PS.

In this way the document which was meant to insure
to its author an immortal glory in the future Millenium, Reich,
announced by Hitler — changed into a bill of indictment
against Stroop himself, against the whole criminal Nazi
system and the German malitarism. As it results from Stroop’s

Report, in the action of liquidating the Ghetto, of setting |

it on fire, of murdering people with gas, of drowning then: in
the inundated sewers and of shooting thousands of innocent
veople — not only the SS, the police and collaborationists
of different nationalities took part, but also the Wehrmacht.
However, considering objectively the document published
below, one can see that it becomes in several passages a qui-
te different and opposite one to the intentions of its author
— it changes into a praise-song in honour of the heroic Jewish
nsurgents, who starving and exhausted, msufficiently armed
and without »hinterland®, rose up on the grave of their nation
in order to fight against the power, still great i spring 1943,
of the SS and the Wehrmacht. Like the biblical ass of Balaam,
which instead of cursing the sons of Israel, was forced to speak:
enthousiastically about them and to bless their manner of livin.g;‘
— Stroop, full of hatred against the Jews, whom he calls
»Subhumans, almost n every report had to confirm their

heroism, their disdain of death and unshakable decision of
resistance.
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During Stroop’s processg which took p;lac.e z'n' W.’arsaw
from the 18-th to the 23-th of July 1951, this ?mmmal 02
war again spoke about the heroism of the Ghett'o fzghte'rs.;5 an
on the other hand, the witnesses made shockmg depo;z u?ns
concerning the bestiality of Zhe acc?utsed and of his men during

3 jon of liquidating the resistance. :
theWHi)czizgferftheq attitude of Stroop, whom .the Amerwm}z
authorities had delivered to Poland already. with one. c;(;at ;
sentence for shooting parachutists of the Allze(.i States ml. est
Germany — even here, before the Warsaw tribunal, rea zzzhnigi
the possibility of obtaining a secon_d death senten.ce d—— 't;
attitude did mot change. This Nazi .geneml remaine qulzq
cold, without remorse, without any szg_n.s of repentan'ce.W i
appealed to his connection with the mzl@tfzvr'y spheres mtL es
Germany. He remained an arrogant Nazi up t(? th'e las.d 'mo;
ment. And it is quite sure that if the hand of just.we did ZO;
take hold of him, he would belong to thos.e among his comr‘a es
from the former SS, who are Veor_f]amsmg.no‘e‘v and dw.a;n:
of a new realization of theiwr ,historical mission’ of genocides
a'nd world incendiaries. '

Transmitting to the English Teader. the tmnslatzm? of
Stroop’s Report, the editors hope that tms document, uﬂvmtt??r,
i a dull, military style, will give the world on.ce mm e. e?z(;
dence of this dreadful truth — te truth of Nazi ?mmes, }an,f,
on the other hand, of another truth — th(f CO@fortzng truth (;
the tragic, but beautiful Jewish insurrection in 'Warsaw, 194’ ;

In order to explain some passages within the Repm,t
which might be unintelligible, we add some notes. They om;
not numerous, because we do not want to make the document

difficult to read.*)

*) The original of Stroop’s Report is kept by ﬂu} Chie({ C(‘)lmdmi:;s}glmzf
azi Cri i 7 ). The first detaile -
R ch on Nazi Crimes in Poland (Warsaw). h hd ]
tizize(z‘bout the Report, entiilled: “The Report of” Jiirgen S'trgop26 (tzI;L gtc)tl(l)sbhe);
was published in the Polish weekly jourr'zal Od'rodzenzg (I— b &
and 2-nd November 1947), by Stanistaw Ptolm?vskz, member o el
representation at the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg.
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THE JEWISH
RESIDENTIAL AREA IN WARSAW
IS NO MORE



FOR THE FUHRER AND THEIR COUNTRY

the following fell in the battle for the destruction of Jews and
banditst in the former Jewish residential area of Warsaw:
[follow 15 names]?

Furthermore, the Polish Police sergeant Julian Zielinski, born
13-th November 1891, 8-th commissariat, fell on 19-th April
1943 while fulfilling his duty.

They gave their outmost, their life. We shall never forget them.

The following were wounded:
[follow the names of:
60 Waffen — SS personnel
11 ,,Watchmen* from the Training camp Trawniki
12 Security Police officers in SS — units
5 men of the Polish Police
2 regular army personnel engineers]
Average number

of personnel
Units used in the action: used per day:

SS — Staff and police leaders : : ? 6/5

"Waffen—SS:

SS Panzer Grenadier Trammg and Reserve
Battalion 3, Warsaw 0 : k 4/440
SS Cav. Training and Res. Bat., Warsaw f 5/381
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Police:

SS Police Regiment 22 I Bat.

. III Bat.
Engineering Emergency Service
Polish Police 3
Polish Fire Brigade
Security Police:
Wehrmacht:
Ligh.t AA Alarm Battery III/8 Warsaw
Engineers Det. of Railway Armored Trains

Res. Bat. Rembertow
Res. Eng. Bat. Gora — Kalwaria

Foreign Racial Watchmen:3

1 Bat. ,Trawniki® men

Total;

ved as recently as during the

aryan population against the Jews.:

which has the Vistula as its eastern frontier. Owing to the
particular situation of Warsaw,- this project seemed at firs
t<.; be_unpracticable. This plan was moreover opposed from
different sides, particularly by the City Administration. They

186

; they could be obser

i a8, last few centuries. . These
restrictions were Imposed with the intention of protecting the

. pointed in particular that disturbances in industry and’ trade
4 would insue if a Jewish residential area were founded and
{ that it would be impossible to provide the Jews with food if

they were assembled in a closed area.

At a conference held in March 1940, it was decided to
postpone the plan of creating a Ghetto for the time being,
owing to the above objections. At the same time a plan was
considered to declare the district of Lublin the collecting area
for all Jews within the Government General, especially for the
evacuated or fugitive Jews arriving from the Reich. But as
early as April 1940, the Higher SS and Police Leader East,
Cracow, issued a declaration that there was no intention of
<uch an assembling the Jews within the Lublin District. In
the meantime, the Jews had increasingly taken to crossing
the frontiers without permission and illegally. This was noted
especially at the limits of the Kreishauptmannschaften of ¥.o-
wicz and Skierniewice. Conditions in the town of ZX.owicz
became dangerous from the point of view of hygiene as well
as from that of the Security Police, owing to these illegal
immigrations of Jews. The Kreishauptmann of Lowicz there-
fore began to install Jewish residential areas in his Kreis-
hauptmannschaft in order to avoid these dangers.

The experiences made in the Kreishauptmannschaft of
Lowicz, after Jewish residential areas had been installed,
showed that these methods are the only ones suitable for
dispelling the dangers which emanate repeatedly from the
Jews.

 The necessity of erecting a Jewish residential area in the
City of Warsaw as well became more and more urgent in the
summer of 1940, since more and more troops were being
assembled in the district of Warsaw after termination of the
French campaign. At that time the Department for Health
represented as particularly urgent the erection of a Jewish
residential area in the interest of preserving the health of the -
German forces and of the population as well.> The original
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4 to 5 months, since almost 600.000 persons had to be moved
But since experience showed that greater outbreaks of epide

by 15-th November 1940 at the latest, the plan of establishin
a suburban ghetto in Praga was dropped ; and instead, the ar
which hitherto had been used as a quarantine area for epi
demics was selected as the place for g new Jewish residentia
area to be created. In October 1940 the Governor ordered the
Commissioner of the District President for the City of War-

November 1940,

The residential area thus established in Warsaw was
inhabited by about 400.000 Jews. Tt contained 27.000 apart-
ments with an average of 2!/; rooms each.6 It was separated
from the rest of the city by fire and partition walls and by
walling up of thoroughfares, windows, doors, open Spaces, ete.

The new Jewish residential area was administered by the
Jewish Board of Elders, who received their instructions from
the Commissary of the Jewish residential area,” who was
immediately subordinated to the Governor.s The Jews had
a self — administrations in which the German supervising
authorities intervened only when German interests were
touched. In order to enable the Jewish Board of Elders to
execute efficaciously its measures to be undertaken, a Jewish
police force was set up, identified by a special armband and
a special beret and armed with rubber truncheons. This
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It soon became clear, however, that not all dangers had
Leen removed by this concentrating the Jews. The se?urlty
situation required entire removing the Jt?ws from the c.lty of
Warsaw.!® The first large removing action took pla(?e in '?he
period from 22-nd July to 3-rd October 1942. In this action
510.322 Jews were removed.! In January 1943 a second
resettlement was carried out by which altogether 6.500 Jews
were affected.1? ;

When the Reichsfiihrer SS®3 visited Warsaw 1n.JaI-1uary
1943 he ordered the SS and Police Leadel.' for the District of
Warsaw to transfer to Lublin th.e arm a-
factories and enterprises 9f
military importance whi c%x wer e. in-
stalled within the Ghetto, inecludi ng
their personnel and machin'es. T.he exe-
cution of this order proved to be very difflcu.]t, since t}}e
managers as well as the Jews resisted against this transfer 1.n
every possible way. The SS and Police Leader thereupon deci-
ded to enforce the transfer of the factories in a large — scale
action which he intended to carry out in three days: The pre-
parations had been taken and the order to start this large —
scale action had been given by my predecessor.* I myself
arrived in Warsaw on 17-th April 1943 and took over the
command of the large — scale action on 19-th April 1943,
0800 hours, the action itself having started the same day at
0600 hours.

Before the large — scale action began, the limits of the
former Jewish residential area had been blocked by an exter-
nal cordon in order to prevent the Jews from breaking out.

The cordon was maintained from the start to the end of the
action and was especially reinforced at night.

When we invaded the Ghetto for the first time, the .erws
and the Polish bandits!s succeeded in repelling the participa-

ment
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