Starnberg, Germany
19 August 1945
Sunday evening.

My Dearest Shirley,

Serry that I did net write te yeu last night but I have a
darn geed excuse. I went te the shew and saw "The Seutherner"
with Zacharay Scett and Betty Field and intended te write after
the shew as usual. But when I came by the effice en the way
heme frem the shew I was teld that the Captain and ene lieutenant
were trying te get in teuch with me and wak=zd wanted me te call
witheut fail.

Se, I called the lieutenant and he wanted te see me at his
quarters right away. I went up and he had quite a stery te tell
me abeut what is te happen te eur unit during the rest ef this
menth. We had quite a discussien and all ef the stery he teld
me was news--news which I cannet tell the ether men as yet.

During the next few days we are te lese nine men and twe
Officers, Beth Captain Kuck and Lt Turner are te ge and Lt
Keleditzky sheuld beceme Cemmanding Officer. We will get nine
new men frem the eth8r unit and will get ene Officer. That
would still leave us ene Officer shert and we either get an
Officer that used te be a cerperal in eur unit er else ene eof
the men in the unit weuld be made an Officer. At least that
is the way it seems new. Lt Keleditzky asked me te censider
accepting the Officer vacancy and beceme Administrative Officer
for the unit if things ge the way they seem te be geing. He
had te have a reply this merning se I asked him te let me sleep
en it. :

"Sleep en it?" Gesh, I ceuldn't get a bit ef decent sleep
thinking ef all the arguments pre and cen., If I were appeinted
an Officer in this unit I weuld still be with the unit when it
cemes heme (I am almest pesitive of that and se is Lt K) se I
would net be hurt there. But there weuld be seme pessibility
that I weuld net be discharged within less than a year even if
the unit breke up next March and I might have te stay in the
Army until August. Hewever, it appears at the present time as
if eur unit will ge heme te the States in Pebruary and de some
werk in the States fer a few menths befere being busted up and
the men discharged. If that is the case I weuld get eut just
as seen as an Officer as an enlisted man and weuld have a better
deal in the meantime.

Being an Officer in this unit weuld be a better deal than
a Warrant Officer in seme ether units because I already knew my
job here and knew the men., I am net werried that I ceuld net
de the werk ek. Se, frem that angle all is well.

If I de net accept the appeintment it is likely that we will

get the lieutenant whe was ence a cerperal in eur esutfit and went
te BES Officer Candidate Scheel and was appeinted a lieutenant
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in the Infantry. I liked the kid persenally but never ceuld
appreciate his werk in the unit when he werked fer me se I weuld
net want te werk fer him. Alse, I weuld still have te de the
woerk because he has been eut of MRU fer se leng that he weuld
net knew the precedures new. I weuld be better off deing the
job fer myself instead of him.

There is still the pessibility that we may get a Captain
and a lieutenant te replace the twe Officers we lese, and in that
case I weuld net really have had te make a decisien. But yeu can
well imagine the arguments that were geing thru my mind last night,
I ceuld net ask yeu er talk it ever with yeu, heney, and ceuld net
even tell yeu abeut it until the decisien was made.

I teld the lieutenant that I weuld accept the appeintment
if it were epen. I believe that I made the right decisien,
heney, and hepe that I did.

The Officers and men will be transferred eut within the
next few days se far as the recerds ge but they will werk with
the unit thru the end ef the menth in erder the menth's eperatiens
will net be upset. The first part ef September they will actually
leave the unit and we will get in the new men. The changes in the
unit are geing te be drastic even if I de net beceme an efficer.
We may be pretty busy fer awhile teaching new men again. One
never knews frem oene day te the next what is geing te happen.
I am still quite excited abeut the whele thing. As yet the men
de net kxnew what is te take place. When they hear that we are
lesing eur twe best Officers ef the three there is geing te be
seme bitching.

Oh, heney, I might peint eut that with my 73 peints that
I definitely weuld net be left in the Army ef Occupatien even as
an Officer, se if I had te stay in the Army until my year was
up it weuld be in the States fer the few menths after the unit
comes heme, If we come heme in February and sheuld net be
assigned a jeb im the 8tates fer a few menths but bust up, I
might have te cemplete a year as an Officer, but that weuld net
be se bad in the States. I ceuld easily afferd te send fer you.
Well, darling, I hepe that yeu feel I have made the right
decisien. In a few days we will knew whether there will be a
vacancy and I will keep yeu pested en what happens. I hepe that
your letters arrive in sequence fer a change se that yeu can
keep the stery straight.

Received your letter of August 9th teday and yeu had already
received the twe small phetes. I am glad that yeu like them.
The large enes sheuld be there shertly. Yes, darling, I knew hew
much pictures can mean fer I treasure mine very dearly. I have
pictures ef yeu and Laura en ene wall in my reem, the individual
big pictures of each of yeu en anether wall, and have ethers ever
my desk at the effice. They bring a part ef yeu clese te me and
create a certain meed eof satisfactien.
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Darling, I de leve yeu se much., Yeu and Laura mean
everything te me. The day cannet ceme teo seen when I can ceme
heme te you and the little girl that I leng se te knew as my
daughter. My arms ache te held each ef yeu clese and my heart
aches te peur eut the leve stered up there fer yeu.

T N T T T S T D B

Teday we went en the teur te the highest meuntain in
Germany —- The Zugspitz. It is just under 10,000 feet highmh
Se is net very high in cemparisen with many meuntains at heme.
There is glacial snew there the year areund, theugh. We had
intended te ge skiing but we had ne mere than arrived when it
began te rain and we enly ate the chew we teek with us and
leeked areund fer abeut a half heur. We beught seme picture
pestcards and seuvenirs and bearded the tram again fer the
return trip. In spite ef the rain it was a nice euting but
it reqlly weuld have been semething if we might have taken
advantage of the skiis, ski peles, ski beets, etc. mvailable
there.

I will send the picture pesteards and seuvenir pins in
a day er twe when I get time to wrap them up. I have nething
here at the billets te use te wrap them up se will have te
Walit until I get a spare mement at the office.

That abeut winds up the news fer tengght, darling. Give
Laura » kiss fer me and tell her that Daddy sends his leve.
I leve yeu, chirley,

Yeur leving husband,
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