y Assocxated Press ;
- A man charged with serving in

. a-Nazi commando unit that killed -
- Jews and others during World

--War II has been deported to Aus- -
- rights and refused to answer any

_ questions. :

tralia, the Justice Department
announced yesterday. . - .

Konrads Kalejs, 80, of Wumet-
ka, 1Il, and St. Petersburg, Fla.,
was' deported Friday because of
his service as a member of the
notorious “Arajs Kommando,” an
execution squad in Nazi—occupied
Latvia, the department said.

The commando group was re-
sponsible for the murder of Jews,
gypsies and other civilians dur-
ing the war.

Kalejs was deported to Aus-
tralia, where he obtained citizen-
ship in the 1950s, said Justice

. Department spokesman John

Russell.

Kale)s came to the United
States in 1959, telling immigra-
tion officials he had been a farm-
er in Latvia during World War II.
When questioned by the Justice

Alleged Nazi Commando
_ Is Deported to Australia

Department in March 1984,

. however, Kalejs admitted that he

had lied about his war activities.
At his trial in 1988, Kalejs in-
voked his Fifth Amendment

Efforts to deport him began
that year. He then left the coun-

" try with $350,000 in cash and
~ assumed a new identity to avoid

deportation proceedings, Russell -
said. He returned at some point
and was later arrested in Florida,
Russell said.
~ Kalejs- was ordered deported
following a 1988 trial. The deci-
sion was upheld on appeal, and
on March 21 the Supreme Court
denied his petition for a hearing.
‘The head of the Arajs Kom-
mando, Viktors Arajs, was con-
victed of the joint murder of at
least 13,000 people by a West
German court in 1979. He died
in prison while serving a life sen-
tence.
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Bepartment of Justice

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OsI
MONDAY, APRIL 11, 1994 {202) 616-2771
TDD (202) 514-1888

ILLINOIS NAZI KALEJS DEPORTED TO AUSTRALIA
- - WASHINGTION, D.C, -- The Department of Justice announced
today that Konrads Kalejs, 80, of Winnetka, Illinois, and St.
Petersburg, Florida, was deported to Australia on April 8, 199%4.
Kalejs was ordered deported by a United States immigration
judge in Chicago because of his assistance in Nazi persecution as
a member of the notorious ”Arajs Kommando,” an execution squad in
Nazi-occupied Latvia responsible for the murder of Jews, Gypsies
and other civilians during World War II. The deportation case
was litigated by the Office of Special Investigations in the
Criminal Division of the Department of Justice and the
deportation was carried out by the Chicago office of the United
States Immigration and Naturalization Service.
Kalejs immigrated to Australia from Germany after World
War II and became a naturalized Australian citizen in the 1950s.
He immigrated to the United States in 1959. Efforts to deport
Kalejs began in 1984. With knowledge that deportation
proceedings would be initiated against him, Kalejs left the
country with $350,000 in cash and assumed a new identity, to
avoid deportation proceedings. He was arrested in Florida after

{MORE)
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a six-month manhunt. Kalejs was released after posting bond of
$750,000 in cash, which remained in effect until his deportation.
Trial was held in 1988 before Immigration Judge Anthony

Petrone and Kalejs was found deportable based on his assistance
in acts of Nazi-sponsored persecution. This finding was upheld
in appeals to the United States Board of Immigration Appeals and

to the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

The head of the Arajs Kommando, Viktors Arajs, was convicted
of the "joint murder of at least 13,000 persons” by a West German
court in 1979 and died in prison while serving a life sentence.
The Seventh Circuit’s decision of November 17, 1993, noted that
the Arajs Kommando assisted in the “systematic annihilation of
the 70,000 Jews in Latvia.” Kalejs was a first lieutenant and
company commander, supervising 100 or more men in the Arajs
Kommando between July 1941 to at least June 1944. “He was a key
officer in a unlt that...killed tens of thousands of
innocents...” the court said.

In addition, the court said that “Kalejs and his unit had
two other duties besides killing Jews in the Riga {Latvia]
ghetto...the Arajs Kommando joined the German SS in so-called
anti-partisan activity, which was little more than a cover for
arresting and murdering civilians...the Arajs Kommando under the
leadership of Kalejs served as guards at the Salaspils
concentration camp [outside Riga]...the conditions there were

brutal...the Arajs Kommando was charged with guarding work

{MORE)
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details and preventing escapes at Salaspils.” The court also
. found that Kalejs had made important misrepresentations on his
immigration documents concerning his wartime activities.

On March 21, 1994, the U.S. Supreme Court denied Kalejs’s
petition for a hearing. The weeks between that denial and
Kalejs’s deportation were spent in litigation of numerous last-
minute motions.

Kalejs is the 41lst Nazi persecutor removed from the U.S.
since the establishment of the Office of Special Investigations

in 1979.
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! < -, Rlu 0411 B616 AUSTRALIA DECIDED NOT TO CHARGE ACCUSED NAZI

; BRISBANE, Australia, April 11 (Reuter) - Australia’s war-crimes unit had
! investigated but decided not to prosecute an Australian citizen deported from
the United States for service in a Nazi death squad, Attorney-General Hichael
Lavarch said on Monday.
il Lavarch said The unit did not find grounds for a prosecution of Konrad
Kalejs.

“The case uas examined by the war-crimes unit and it concluded that in a
large number of cases there may have been allegations with some substance,"
Lavarch said, but added the unit did not find sufficient evidence to charge
Kalejs.

fiustralia’s war-crimes unit was disbanded in 1993 after three unsuccessful
prosecution attempts.

Lavarch said the matter was nou with the Australian Federal Police, but an
AFP spokesman refused to comment.

flustralia’s Jewish organisations have called on the government to commit
Kalejs to trial.

Kalejs was deported from the United States after an immigration judge in
Chicago found he had served in Nazi-occupied Latuvia as a company commander in
the Latvian Auxilary Police, a unit that murdered unarmed civilians.

Kalejs has denied he was a Nazi officer.

Kalejs, a native of Latuia, fled after the war to Australia, uwhere he
became a citizen. He entered the United States in 1359 claiming to have been a
farm labourer during the uar.

REUTER
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/ Alleged Nazi Commando

Is Deported to Australia

ted Press

A man charged with serving in
2 Nazi eommando unit that killed
Jews and others during World
War IT has been deported to Aus-
tralia, the Justice Department
announced yesterday.

Konrads Kalejs, 80, of Winnet-
ka, I, and St. Petersburg, Fla,,
was deported Friday because of
his service as a member of the
notonious “Arajs Kommando,” an
execution squad in Naz-occupied
Latwia, the department said.

The commando group was re-
sponsible for the murder of Jews,
gvpsies and other civilians dur-
ing the war.

Kalejs was deported to Aus-
tralia, where he obtained atizen-
ship in the 1950s, said Justice
Department spokesman John
Russell.

Kalejs came to the United
States in 1959, telling immigra-
tion officials he had been a farm-
er in Latvia during World War II.
When questioned by the Justice

Department in March 1984,
bowever, Kalejs admitted that he
had Lied about his war activities.

At his tnal in 1988, Kalejs in-
voked his Fifth Amendment
rights and refused to answer any
questions.

Efforts to deport him began
that iyear. He then left the coun-
try with $350,000 in cash and
assumed a new identity to avoid
deportation proceedings, Russell
said. He returned at some point
and was later arrested in Flonda,
Russell said.

Kalejs was ordered deported
following a 1988 trial. The dec-
ston was upheld on appeal, and
on March 21 the Supreme Court
denied his petition for a hearing.

The head of the Arajs Kom-
mando, Viktors Arajs, was con-
victed of the joint murder of at
Jeast 13,000 people by a West
German court in 1879. He died
in prison while serving a life sen-
tence.
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A Look Around the World

Alleged Nazi Deported

The United States deported Konrad Kalejs, 80,
who was accused of being an officer in a Nazi squad
in Latvia that executed Jews, Gypsies and other
civilians during World War II, the Justice Depart-
ment said. Kalejs, a native of Latvia who became a
naturalized Australian citizen and came to the Unit-
ed States in 1359, was deported Friday night to
Australia, the department said. The U.S. Supreme
Court on March 21 denied an appeal by Kalejs,
who fled to Australia after the war, then entered the
United States claiming to be a farm laborer.
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Fx-nazi, deported
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Police study case of alleged Nazi

By MARTIN DALY

The Federal Police mayireopen an
investigation into the wartime ac-
tvities of an alleged Nazi war
crimingl and former Maiboume
resident, Mr Xonrad Kalejs, who
was deported from the United
Swies to Australis en Sunday.

Mr Kalejs was in hiding last
night as the Federal Police
a “ragspessinent” of his case to
determine if an investipation
would lead to a successful prose-
cution.

The 80-year-old businessman,
who Jost 3 10-year deportation
battle in the US, i2 alleged to have
besn a tap commander of a noto-

.rlous Lstvian murder squad, the

Arajs Xommando, that killed

" thousands of Jews during World

war I
:ullsg“ recum m;ofmAu&temlia led t0
173 reopeni
of Au?:ulink war crimes inm?
Entlom. which were closed down
ecause they had become too
costly.

The media llalson officer for the
Pederal Police In Canberra, Mr
Brian Swift; said last night that
police were assessing informa-
tion, "some new and same old”,
to determina If they should re-
open the case.

Mr Kalejs lived in Hawthom,
and worked for nine years at the

Ministry of Water Sup-

Victorisn
ply and for the Department of Im-
on. He became an Auyira-

lan cltizan in August 1857. He
migrated o the US in 1338, but
allegedly lied abaut hiz past 10 get

A visa.

Detalls of the Xalejs case are
contalned In’'a 600-page report
sent more than a ysar ago to the
Peders! Government. The report
has not been released but it doe
not recommaend that Mr Kalejs be
prosecuted.

Mr Robett Gresnwood, QC,
who headed the special invastiga-
tions unit to examine war crimes
aflegations, said the Kalejs case
hed not been fully investigared at

the time the 1 was wrirten,

Mr Greenwood has sald war:

crimes invastigations were
scrapped just as a2 prosecution
was gbout ‘10 be lodged against
another Melbourne man, who is
alleged 10 have been of
maas murder a3 a member of the
same Latyian commando group

Mr Greenwoad said Australian
jmvestigators had baen, given evi-
dencs collected by the US Justice

. as Mr Xalejs.

artment for use in the pro-

posed case in Australia.

1t (the Kalejs case) was a mat-
ter of considerable substance,
which was of great inrerest and

- would be of great intarest now If

the marter was [0 be taken fur-
ther,” Mr Greenwood said.

However, the federal Attomey. -

Generals Department sald there
were no plans 1o pursue Mr Kalefs

CT ddB

2ad 842

unless sustainable c’oln‘éplaints
wete made about him unless
tha cost of bringing a case could
be justified.

The author of ¢ - Nazi
Fugitives In Australia’, Mr Mark
Aarons, sald: “Here we have
aﬂeggigﬂnbeumr in crime be-
ing ed out of the US, Whai-
evar the American courts have
shown, thay have shown he wat a

- member of the Arajs Kommando

— and we know anothier member
of the Xommanda that the war
crimes Investigators wanted to
prosecute 13 In Melboune.”

The Arsjs Kommando la de-
scribed in US coust documents on
the Kalejs case as an “execution
squad which travelied throughout -
Latvia, carrying aut humerous
mass murders of Jews and other
civilians™.

The American war crimes unit,
the Office of Speclal Investiga-
tions, in suppart of an artemp( to
extradite Mr Kalejs @
states that Mr Kalejg:

@ Joined and was an aofficer in
the Argjs Xommando. which' per-
secuted and murdered thousands
of unarmed Jews, Gypsies and
other civilians throughout Larvia
® Was stationed in Rigs during a
time when the Arajs Kommando
murdered thousands of Jewish
men, women and children In the
forests around Riga g
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