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Otto Albrecht Alfred von Bolschwing (15 October 1909,
Schönbruch, District of Bartenstein, East Prussia (now
Poland) – 7 March 1982, Sacramento, California, USA) was
a German SS-Hauptsturmführer in the Nazi
Sicherheitsdienst (SD), the SS intelligence agency. After
World War II von Bolschwing became a spy and worked for
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in Europe and later in
California.
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Otto Albrecht von Bolschwing was born in Schonbruch,
East Prussia (now: Szczurkowo, Poland) on October 15,
1909. He was descended from the aristocratic
Bodelschwingh family. He was educated at the University of
Breslau and the University of London. He joined the Nazi Party in April, 1932 and after the Nazis came to
power the following year he became a member of the SS. Bolschwing was assigned to the foreign intelligence
section of the Sicherheitsdienst (SD) and worked as an undercover agent in Palestine, exchanging promises of

encouraging young Jews to emigrate for intelligence about the British supplied by the Haganah.[1][2] He was
closely associated with Adolf Eichmann, became his adjutant, and had some involvement in the planning of the

Final Solution.[3] In 1937 he wrote a memorandum concerning Jewish emigration, referencing the anti-Jewish
riots in Berlin in 1935:

The most successful means of depriving the Jews of their sense of security is the wrath of the
people that expresses itself in riots. Even though this method is illegal, it has, as shown by the

'Kurfürstendamm Riot', had enduring impact.[4]

Later von Bolschwing became the representative of the SD at the German embassy in Bucharest, Romania,

where he organised an anti-Jewish pogrom with the Iron Guard.[3] He was promoted to the rank of
SS-Hauptsturmführer (captain) on 30 January 1941. After returning to Germany in March, 1941 Bolschwing
pursued to a career in business, becoming a partner with the Bank voor Onroerende Zaken, an
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Amsterdam-based bank which played a role in the confiscation of assets belonging to Jewish citizens in
Nazi-occupied Holland.

Post-war

Before the end of the war in 1945, von Bolschwing had already been recruited by the American Counter
Intelligence Corps (CIC), the counter-espionage arm of the US Army Secret Service, which was later merged

into the CIA. Already in spring 1945, he was working for them in Salzburg.[1] According to the CIA he was one

of their highest-ranking agents in Europe.[5][6] In 1949 he joined the Gehlen Organization and mobilized former
contacts in Italy in order to influence the events of the Greek Civil War, while keeping the CIA and the Gehlen
Organization informed of possible subversion by communist agents. In 1954 he became Reinhard Gehlen's
representative in the US, the CIA having falsely declared that he had not been a Nazi. In 1959, he became a US

citizen.[3]

In 1969 von Bolschwing was working for the California computer leasing company Trans-International
Computer Investment Corporation of Sacramento, which had contracts for the Defense Department; he rose to
vice-president, but his job there ended when the company became embroiled in a financial scandal, and it

subsequently went bankrupt.[1][3][7]

His wife committed suicide in 1978.[8] The United States did not begin investigating von Bolschwing's

activities in Nazi Germany until 1979,[9] when his wartime record was revealed to the public. The Justice

Department filed charges against him in May 1981 for concealing his Nazi past and sought to deport him;[10]

his second wife stated that he had been a double agent for the Americans in Tyrol.[11] He surrendered his
American citizenship but early in 1982 the trial was delayed while he was allowed to remain in the country

because of his deteriorating health—he had an incurable brain disease.[3][12][13] He died two months later, in

March 1982, in a nursing home in Carmichael, California.[14][15]
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